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Anderson County Board of Commissioners 
OPERATIONS COMMITTEE 

AGENDA 
Monday 

May 11, 2026 
6:00 p.m. Room 312 

                 

           1. Call to Order 

 
           2. Prayer / Pledge of Allegiance 
 

            3. Approval of Agenda 
 

     4. Appearance of Citizens 
 

     5. Proclamation Honoring Robert ”Bob” Jameson – requested by Chairman Isbel 
 
     6. Intergovernmental – Congressional Redistricting - requested by Chairman Isbel 
 
     7. Legislative – requested by Chairman Isbel 

 Discuss policy/procedure to send Private Act Amendments or new Legislative Items to 
State Legislators. 

            
             8. Robert Campbell & Associates – Update on water in Rosedale. 
 
             9. Mayor’s Report – No Report 
  
            10. Law Director’s Report 
                   A.  Action Items (None) 
             B.  Contracts 
                    C.  Cases In Litigation Involving Violations of the Anderson County Zoning Resolution 
                        D.  Bankruptcies 
                               E.  Status of Pending Lawsuits  
              F.  Information Items 

      
            11. Discussion of walking trail between Rocky Top and Briceville – requested by Chairman Isbel 
      
      12. Update on Workshop with City of Oak Ridge, Anderson County and City of Rocky Top – from 
                  April Operations meeting– to set date for meeting. 
. 
             13. Rails to Trails – Revised Resolution  
 
    14. VSO Director – requested by Commissioner Wandell 

       
           Unfinished Business 
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             New Business 
             
             
            Adjourn 



















THE NATIONAL TRAILS SYSTEM 
ACT AND THE RAILBANKING 

PROCESS 

Understanding Railbanking and 
the National Trails System Act 

A Brief History 
At the height of America’s railroad era in 1916, 
more than 270,000 miles of track connected 
communities across the country. As trucking and 
highways expanded, rail use declined sharply, and 
by the 1970s thousands of miles of lines were 
abandoned each year. Recognizing the loss of this 
national infrastructure, Congress acted to 
preserve rail corridors for future transportation 
and public benefit. 

National Trails System Act and Section 
8(d) 
Congress passed the National Trails System Act 
(1968) to promote outdoor recreation, historic 
preservation, and public access to the nation’s 
open spaces. In 1983, Section 8(d)—known as the 
Railbanking Amendment—was added to protect 
unused rail corridors from being permanently 
lost. This provision allows railroads to transfer 
out-of-service lines to qualified public agencies or 
nonprofits for interim trail use, while keeping 
the corridor intact for potential future rail 
service. 
 
Volunteers and nonprofit trail groups play a vital 
role in this system, maintaining, managing, and 
improving these corridors so they remain safe, 
scenic, and accessible for non-motorized use. 

How Railbanking Works 
When a railroad wishes to discontinue service, it 
must seek approval from the Surface 
Transportation Board (STB), the federal agency 
that regulates rail lines. 

1. The railroad files for abandonment with the 
STB. 

2. A public agency or nonprofit can request to 
“railbank” the corridor—agreeing to manage 
and maintain it as a trail. 

3. If both parties agree, the STB issues a Notice of 
Interim Trail Use (NITU), pausing full 
abandonment. 

4. The corridor enters the national railbank, 
where it remains protected for trail use until, 
or unless, rail service is ever restored. 

This process keeps the corridor under unified rail 
authority jurisdiction while ownership and title 
research continue. 

Ownership and Quiet Title Questions 
In many historic rail corridors, ownership history 
is complex. Deeds dating back to the late 1800s 
often differ—some conveyed property in fee 
simple, while others granted easements limited to 
railroad use. When service ends, these mixed 
records can create uncertainty about ownership. 
 
Without railbanking, fragmented ownership can 
lead to years of “quiet title” litigation—costly 
lawsuits seeking to determine who owns which 
parcels. By keeping the corridor intact under the 
STB’s oversight, the railbanking process allows 
careful title research and resolution before 
permanent changes in use or ownership occur. 

Why It Matters 
Railbanking is one of the most effective tools for 
conserving and re-using America’s transportation 
corridors. It turns unused rail lines into 
community assets—linking towns, supporting 
local economies, protecting wildlife habitats, and 
providing recreation and transportation 
opportunities for future generations. 
 
Every successful rail-trail depends on volunteers, 
community partners, and nonprofit organizations 
whose dedication keeps these historic pathways 
alive for all to enjoy. 
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