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THE OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY AND HEALTH ADMINISTRATION'S (OSHA) HAZARD COMMUNICATION 
STANDARD IS DESIGNED TO PROTECT AGAINST ILLNESSES AND INJURIES. THIS STANDARD IS ALSO CALLED 
THE RIGHT TO KNOW LAW BECAUSE YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO KNOW WHAT CHEMICALS YOU MAY BE 
EXPOSED TO AND HOW TO PROTECT YOURSELF AGAINST THOSE CHEMICALS

TOSHA ENFORCES THE TENNESSEE HAZARD COMMUNICATION CHEMICAL RIGHT TO KNOW LAW 
CONTAINING REQUIREMENTS IN ADDITION TO HAZCOM, 29 CFR 1910.1200, 29 CFR 1926.59, TDL RULE 0800-
1-9

*ANNUAL TRAINING ON HAZARDOUS CHEMICALS

*MAINTENANCE OF RECORDS

*LABELING FOR NON-CONTAINERIZED CHEMICALS

*SUBMISSION OF CHEMICAL LIST TO TOSHA UPON REQUEST

THE STANDARD INSURES THAT EMPLOYERS AND EMPLOYEES ARE PROVIDED WITH SUFFICIENT 
INFORMATION TO RECOGNIZE CHEMICAL HAZARDS AND TAKE APPROPRIATE PROTECTIVE MEASURES.  
EMPLOYERS ARE REQUIRED TO PROVIDE CHEMICAL HAZARD COMMUNICATION INFORMATION THROUGH 
CHEMICAL INVENTORY LISTS, SAFETY DATA SHEETS (SDS), WRITTEN PROGRAM, LABELS AND TRAINING. 

Hazardous Communication - TN Right to Know 



HAZARDOUS CHEMICAL
• A HAZARD IS DEFINED AS AN 

• A CHEMICAL IS DEFINED AS HAZARDOUS WHEN IT IS  CLASSIFIED 
AS ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

• HEALTH HAZARD

• PHYSICAL HAZARD

• SIMPLE ASPHYXIANT

• COMBUSTIBLE DUST

• PYROPHORIC GAS

• HAZARD NOT OTHERWISE CLASSIFIED



YOU NEED AND HAVE THE 
RIGHT TO KNOW…

WHAT ARE THE REQUIREMENTS OF 
THE HAZARD COMMUNICATION 
STANDARD? 

THE TOSHA STANDARD REQUIRES THAT ANDERSON COUNTY 
GOVERNMENT:



WHAT HAZARDOUS CHEMICALS AM I EXPOSED TO 
OR MAY BE EXPOSED TO IN AN EMERGENCY?

• SOLVENTS--XYLENE, TOLUENE, ACETONE

• CORROSIVES--ACIDS (HCL), BASES (KOH)

• DUSTS--WOOD, METAL

• MISTS--ACID

• FUMES--WELDING

• COMPRESSED GASES—OXYGEN, ACETYLENE, ARGON

• FLAMMABLES--GASOLINE

You need and have the 
Right to Know…



You need and have the Right to Know…



WHAT ARE THE SHORT & LONG TERM 

EFFECTS OF THE CHEMICALS?

You need and have the 
Right to Know…



YOU NEED AND HAVE THE 
RIGHT TO KNOW…

HOW CAN I DETECT IF I’M 
OVEREXPOSED?



YOU NEED AND HAVE THE 
RIGHT TO KNOW…

HOW CAN I PROTECT MYSELF?



YOU NEED AND HAVE THE 
RIGHT TO KNOW…

WHERE ARE THE SAFETY DATA 
SHEETS AND WRITTEN 
PROGRAM IN MY 
DEPARTMENT?



SAFETY DATA SHEETS
SAFETY DATA SHEETS ARE (RIGHT TO KNOW) 
DOCUMENTATION PREPARED & GIVEN BY THE 
CHEMICAL MANUFACTURER OR IMPORTER THAT 
DESCRIBES THE FOLLOWING:

• WHAT CHEMICALS ARE IN THE PRODUCT.
• MAXIMUM TIME YOU CAN LEGALLY BE EXPOSED TO THE 

CHEMICAL.
• IS THE PRODUCT A FIRE OR EXPLOSION HAZARD?
• HOW IT ENTERS/HARMS YOUR BODY?
• HOW IT AFFECTS YOUR HEALTH - SHORT AND LONG TERM.
• WHAT PERSONAL PROTECTION EQUIPMENT NEEDS TO BE 

USED.
• HOW DO YOU HANDLE THE PRODUCT SAFELY?
• HAZARDS WHEN PRODUCT IS COMBINED WITH OTHER 

CHEMICALS?

• IN THE EVENT OF A SPILL OR RELEASE, WHAT SHOULD BE 
DONE.



1 IDENTIFICATION

2 HAZARD(S) IDENTIFICATION

3 COMPOSITION/INFORMATION ON INGREDIENTS

4 FIRST-AID MEASURES

5 FIRE-FIGHTING MEASURES

6 ACCIDENTAL RELEASE MEASURES 

7 HANDLING AND STORAGE

8 EXPOSURE CONTROLS/PERSONAL PROTECTION

9 PHYSICAL AND CHEMICAL PROPERTIES 

10 STABILITY AND REACTIVITY

11 TOXICOLOGICAL INFORMATION

12 ECOLOGICAL INFORMATION

13 DISPOSAL CONSIDERATIONS

14 TRANSPORT INFORMATION

15 REGULATORY INFORMATION

16 OTHER INFORMATION, INCLUDING DATE OF PREPARATION OR 
LAST REVISION

Safety Data Sheets that are GHS compliant are standardized
to a 16 section format



SAFETY DATA SHEETS
• SDS MUST BE CONVENIENT & READILY ACCESSIBLE TO ALL 

EMPLOYEES DURING THEIR WORK SHIFT AND IN EACH 
WORK AREA 

• READ THE SDS BEFORE YOU ARE EXPOSED TO THE 
CHEMICAL. KNOW WHAT YOU ARE WORKING WITH FIRST!  

• SDS MUST BE IN ENGLISH AND INCLUDE INFORMATION 
REGARDING THE SPECIFIC CHEMICAL IDENTITY AND 
COMMON NAMES

• SDS MUST BE REQUESTED IF A CHEMICAL IS RECEIVED 
WITHOUT THE INFORMATION. CONTACT THE 
MANUFACTURERS TO GET THE FULL DESCRIPTION OF THE 
CHEMICALS WITH WHICH YOU ARE WORKING



LABELS ON SHIPPED 
CONTAINERS MUST 
INCLUDE:

• PRODUCT IDENTIFIER

• SIGNAL WORD

• PICTOGRAM

• HAZARD STATEMENT(S)

• PRECAUTIONARY 
STATEMENT(S)

• SUPPLIER 
IDENTIFICATION: NAME,  
ADDRESS, PHONE #

GHS Labels



PRODUCT 
IDENTIFIER 

• THE NAME USED FOR A HAZARDOUS CHEMICAL ON THE LABEL AND 
IN THE SDS

• PROVIDES A UNIQUE MEANS BY WHICH THE USER CAN IDENTIFY 
THE CHEMICAL

• SHALL PERMIT CROSS-REFERENCES AMONG THE LIST OF 
HAZARDOUS CHEMICALS, THE LABEL AND THE SDS



SIGNAL WORD
• USED TO INDICATE THE RELATIVE LEVEL OF SEVERITY OF HAZARD 

AND ALERT THE READER TO A POTENTIAL HAZARD

• ONE, BUT NOT BOTH, OF THE FOLLOWING

•DANGER—MORE SEVERE HAZARD

•WARNING—LESS SEVERE HAZARD



HAZARD 
STATEMENT

• ASSIGNED TO A HAZARD CLASS AND HAZARD CATEGORY AND 
DESCRIBES THE NATURE OF THE HAZARD

• EXAMPLES

FATAL IF SWALLOWED

MAY CAUSE OR INTENSIFY FIRE

EXTREMELY FLAMMABLE LIQUID OR VAPOR

HEATING MAY CAUSE AN EXPLOSION



PRECAUTIONARY 
STATEMENTS

• PREVENTION

• RESPONSE

• STORAGE

• DISPOSAL

A phrase that describes recommended measures that 
should be taken to minimize or prevent adverse effects 
resulting from exposure or improper storage or 
handling.

They can be combined or   
consolidated to save space 
on the label



GHS PICTOGRAMS
• NINE ARE DESIGNATED BY GHS

• EIGHT ARE ADOPTED BY OSHA 

• NO DUPLICATES OR BLANK DIAMONDS ALLOWED ON THE LABEL

• CORRECT NAME FOR THE DIAMOND IS “SQUARES-ON-POINT”



GHS PICTOGRAM
Black hazard symbol

White background

Red frame



HEALTH HAZARD
• CARCINOGEN

• MUTAGENICITY

• REPRODUCTIVE TOXICITY

• RESPIRATORY SENSITIZER

• TARGET ORGAN TOXICITY

• ASPIRATION TOXICITY



SKULL & CROSSBONES

• ACUTE TOXICITY



FLAME
• FLAMMABLES

• PYROPHORICS

• SELF-HEATING

• EMITS FLAMMABLE GAS

• SELF REACTIVES

• ORGANIC PEROXIDES



FLAME OVER 
CIRCLE

• OXIDIZERS



CORROSION

• SKIN CORROSION/BURNS

• EYE DAMAGE

• CORROSIVE TO METALS



GAS CYLINDER

• GASES UNDER PRESSURE



EXPLODING BOMB

• EXPLOSIVES

• SELF-REACTIVES

• ORGANIC PEROXIDES



EXCLAMATION 
MARK

• IRRITANT (SKIN AND EYE)

• SKIN SENSITIZER

• ACUTE TOXICITY-LOW

• NARCOTIC EFFECTS

• RESPIRATORY TRACT IRRITANT

• HAZARDOUS TO OZONE LAYER (-NON-
MANDATORY)

• (LOW DEGREE HEALTH HAZARD)



ENVIRONMENTAL (NON-MANDATORY)

• AQUATIC TOXICITY



TRANSFER CONTAINERS?

UNDER GHS, THE MANUFACTURER, IMPORTER, OR DISTRIBUTOR IS REQUIRED TO LABEL EACH 
CONTAINER OF HAZARDOUS CHEMICALS. IF THE HAZARDOUS CHEMICALS ARE 

TRANSFERRED INTO UNMARKED CONTAINERS, THESE CONTAINERS WITH 
THE REQUIRED INFORMATION:

 PRODUCT IDENTIFIER 
 SIGNAL WORD 
 HAZARD STATEMENT(S) 
 PICTOGRAM

• PRODUCT IDENTIFIER AND ADEQUATE INFORMATION ABOUT THE HAZARDS

Do they need labels?



ANDERSON COUNTY HUMAN RESOURCES & RISK MANAGEMENT

QUESTIONS OR REQUESTS-

KIM JEFFERS-WHITAKER, RISK MANAGEMENT DIRECTOR 
KWHITAKER@ANDERSONTN.ORG OR 865-264-6300

HAZCOM

mailto:kwhitaker@andersontn.org

	Hazard Communication (Hazcom) Training  � �Tennessee’s �“Right-to-Know”
	Slide Number 2
	Hazardous Chemical
	You need and have the �Right to Know…
	What Hazardous Chemicals am I exposed to or may be exposed to in an emergency?
	Where are the chemicals present?�
	Slide Number 7
	You need and have the �Right to Know…
	You need and have the �Right to Know…
	You need and have the �Right to Know…
	 �Safety Data Sheets
	Slide Number 12
	Safety Data Sheets
	Slide Number 14
	Product Identifier �
	Signal Word
	Hazard Statement
	Precautionary Statements
	GHS Pictograms	
	GHS Pictogram
	Health Hazard
	Skull & Crossbones
	Flame
	Flame Over Circle
	Corrosion
	Gas Cylinder
	Exploding Bomb
	Exclamation Mark
	Environmental (non-mandatory)
	�transfer containers?
	Anderson County Human Resources & Risk Management

